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Abstract

The aim of the present study is to investigate the educational and employment status of
alumni of educational residential care (youth villages) aged 27-28. In addition, the study
aims to identify the factors that predict the educational and occupational status of alumni
of educational residential care.

The study database was generated by combining various official data files based on
personal identification numbers. This database covers the entire national birth cohort
(year 1981) and includes information on the subject's background and educational and
occupational status.

The main assumption of the study is that the status (educational, employment, etc.) of
alumni of youth villages would be better than that of their peers who share similar
characteristics but did not live in youth villages.

In addition, an attempt has been made to explain the differences in status of various
subgroups of alumni of educational residential care.

A logistic regression was used to estimate the propensity score and the "nearest
neighbor matching within a caliper" technique was employed to identify matches.

The findings indicate that the educational status of alumni of youth villages at the age of
27 is lower compared to that of their peers in the general population that share similar
characteristics. Cultural differences are discussed with respect to the role of youth
villages as a means for upward mobility of disadvantaged youth, and implications for

policy and future research are suggested.

Keywords: Care leavers, cohort studies, educational outcomes, educational residential

care (youth villages), Propensity Score Matching (PSM).
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